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The laxisme of the French criminal justice system is now notorious. 
Judges often make remarks indicating their sympathy for the criminals 
they are trying (based upon the usual generalizations about how society, 
not the criminal, is to blame); and the day before I witnessed the scene on 
the Boulevard Saint-Germain, 8,000 police had marched to protest the 
release from prison on bail of an infamous career armed robber and 
suspected murderer before his trial for yet another armed robbery, in the 
course of which he shot someone in the head. Out on bail before this trial, 
he then burgled a house. Surprised by the police, he and his accomplices 
shot two of them dead and seriously wounded a third. He was also under 
strong suspicion of having committed a quadruple murder a few days 
previously, in which a couple who owned a restaurant, and two of their 
employees, were shot dead in front of the owners’ nine-year-old daughter. 
The left-leaning Libération, one of the two daily newspapers the French 
intelligentsia reads, dismissed the marchers, referring with disdainful 
sarcaèm to la fièvre flicardiaire—cop fever. The paper would no doubt 
have regarded the murder of a single journalist—that is to say, of a full 
human being—differently, let alone the murder of two journalists or six; 
and of course no one in the newspaper acknowledged that an effective 
police force is as vital a guarantee of personal freedom as a free press, and 
that the thin blue line that separates man from brutality is exactly that: 
thin. This is not a decent thing for an intellectual to say, however true it 
might be. 

It is the private complaint of everyone, however, that the police have 
become impotent to suppress and detect crime. Horror stories abound. 

The official figures for this upsurge, doctored as they no doubt are, are 
sufficiently alarming. Reported crime in France has risen from 600,000 
annually in 1959 to 4 million today, while the population has grown by 
less than 20 percent (and many think today’s crime number is an 
underestimate by at least a half). In 2000, one crime was reported for 
every sixth inhabitant of Paris, and the rate has increased by at least 10 
percent a year for the last five years. Reported cases of arson in France 
have increased 2,500 percent in seven years, from 1,168 in 1993 to 29,192 
in 2000; robbery with violence rose by 15.8 percent between 1999 and 
2000, and 44.5 percent since 1996 (itself no golden age). 
 

�	�	���������)�	���
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/02_11/b3774059.htm 
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